
by LYDIA GADD

Although senior cen-
ters cancelled activi-
ties and closed their 

doors to the public during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
work and provision of servic-
es didn’t end with the locked 
doors, they just changed.

One of the changes 
resulted in the creation of a 

virtual program schedule of 
events. The Westlake Senior 
and Community Services 
Center would like to invite 
our local seniors (you do 
not have to be a Westlake 
resident) to join us in some 
of our free programs via 
Zoom. Instructions on how 
to utilize Zoom are detailed 
in our newsletter found at 
www.cityofwestlake.org/

community-services. 
Recognizing, however, 

that this unfamiliar territory 
may sound too intimidating 
to try without assistance, we 
have staff Zoom tutors who 
are more than willing to talk 
you through the steps over 
the phone. Call 440-899-
3544 for a Zoom tutorial, 
or to register for the Zoom 
classes. We send the class 
invitations out to registered 
guests only, so that we can 
monitor who is allowed to 
enter the virtual program. 
This is a safety feature.

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by June 12

at wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.
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by SUSAN 
MURNANE

With spring 
turning to 
s u m m e r, 

outdoor kittens 
will be coming out 
to play, and well-
meaning people 
may think the kittens 
need rescuing. Most 
of the time Momcat 
is around, and the best thing 
you can do is to leave the 
kittens to her tender care in 
their outdoor home.

Kittens have their best 
chance at survival in their 
mother’s care. Very young kit-
tens are completely depen-
dent on their mothers. They 
nurse very frequently and 

cannot even eliminate waste 
on their own for several weeks. 

Young kittens may not 
survive even in the care of 
an experienced kitten foster, 
and very few rescue organi-
zations have enough expe-
rienced volunteers to foster 
very young kittens.

When it comes to kittens, 
mom knows best

Westlake Senior Center 
offers virtual programs

by DWIGHT CLARK

It didn’t take long for the Bay Men’s 
Club to jump in and help a Bay Vil-
lage family struggling with cancer. 

Damon Bower, a Bay High schooler, is 
currently undergoing chemotherapy 
treatments.

 Volunteer organizer, past presi-
dent of BMC and current Ward 4 City 
Councilman Peter Winzig led the 
effort. “A close friend of mine called 

and asked if I would reach out to some 
friends to help the Bower family with 
some much needed yard work”, said 
Mr. Winzig. “I made a few calls, sent 
out an email request to other BMC 
past presidents, and asked current 
BMC President Matt Williams to do 
the same to our membership. In typi-
cal BMC fashion, positive ‘count me 
in’ support rolled in and the guys just 
kept showing up to help.”

 See MEN’S CLUB page 2

Bay Men’s Club and friends 
clean up on Memorial Day

Volunteers, pictured from left: Larry Bennet, Pete Winzig, Pete Gierosky, 
Brian Bower, Trigger Bower, Damon Bower, Dwight Clark, Jack Wunder, 
Matt Williams, Dave Blevins, Levi Wunder, Kismet Wunder, Bob Gerlach 
and Ray Glinka Jr. Not pictured are Rob Spies, Eric Eakin, Greg Zito. 
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by WARREN REMEIN

If you know the Bay Vil-
lage Chief of Police, 
Mark Spaetzel, then 

you know he is a thoughtful, 
caring and diligent father, 
police officer and chief. 
After 35 years with the Bay 
Village Police Department, 
Mark Spaetzel is retiring. 
Since we can’t have what 
would be a large party of 
family and friends the least 
that should be done is to 
note a little about his life 
and achievements.

Born in 1963 in Lorain, 
Ohio, Mark’s family has 
lived a long time in Avon 

Lake. Not only did he grow 
up in Avon Lake and go to 
school there, his grand-
mother was in the first class 
to graduate from Avon Lake 
High School. His father, 
Richard, and mom, Doro-
thy, are both still living in 
Avon Lake and very proud 
of their son. Police work 
is in the family: his grand-
father, Ed, was part-time 
Avon Lake officer, while his 
brother Steve is a Lakewood 
police officer and a cousin 
is also a policeman.

After graduating from 
Avon Lake High in 1982, he 
went on to earn a degree in 
Police Science from Lorain 

County Community Col-
lege. The Bay Village Police 
Dept. called in 1985 and 
Mark was hired by Chief Bill 
Gareau. Within two years 
he was appointed training 
officer, which was a real 
honor. Subsequently he was 
appointed an instructor 
to train other officers and 
learning and teaching self-
defense. In October 1993 he 
was made sergeant and was 
sworn in as chief on Nov. 1, 
2013.

Asked what was most 
special in his work, he said 
every day brought some-
thing different. 
 See SPAETZEL page 6

Hail to the chief                      
Bay Village police chief Mark Spaetzel retires

Cars line up for a surprise “drive-by farewell” to Chief Mark Spaetzel and his wife, Chris, at Avon 
Lake United Church of Christ on May 29.
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Here are just some of the offerings in June’s calendar of 
FREE Zoom events. There are some additional offerings in our 
calendar, such as a trivia night that do have a nominal fee, if you 
check out our newsletter. Again, the phone number to register 
is 440-899-3544.

Stay together and stay interested!
LET’S CONNECT: Friday, June 5, 10 a.m.
One of the best things about getting together at the Senior 

Center is the opportunity to connect with current friends and 
make new friends. Join us for a good, old-fashioned chat where 
we can connect and get to know each other. In this program 
moderated by staffers Jodi and Lydia, we discuss how the past 
few months have affected us; with a chance to share not just the 
struggles, but some of the positives as well. Call to reserve your 
Zoom spot by June 4.

MEDITATION TO MANAGE STRESS: Thursday, June 4, 1 p.m.
In this class, director Lydia Gadd, who is also a licensed 

professional clinical counselor will provide background infor-
mation about how meditation actually works to reduce stress 
and provide some sampler meditation techniques to practice. 
This class is perfect for beginners. Call to reserve your Zoom 
spot by June 3.

AN ARTFUL STORY: Monday, June 8, 2 p.m. 
Join storyteller Kathy Strawser and artistic director of the 

Carolyn L. Farrell Foundation, Jerry Devis, for an engaging and 
entertaining hour long art experience. Kathy will share a folktale 
from Poland with photographs. Jerry will guide you through a 
hands-on art experience related to the story and the work of 
artist Marc Chagall. A packet of art materials will be provided for 
the program, you provide scissors. No experience is necessary! 
Call to reserve your Zoom spot and pick up a packet by June 5.

NEWS AND VIEWS: Wednesday, June 10, 11 a.m. 
Instructor Janet Carnall will be joining you to discuss current 

and world events.  A likely discussion about trending new topics 
is sure to take place. Thank you to Anne Esarove who sponsored 
this program. Call to reserve your Zoom spot by June 8.

REASONS TO SMILE: Thursdays, June 11 and 25, 1 p.m. 
This is a monthly series focusing on good news around the 

community, the country and the world. Each session, program 
planner Jodi Rodriguez will share stories of people and groups 
making a difference in a positive way, highlighting music, art 
and more that will definitely give you a reason to smile. Call to 
reserve your Zoom spot one day in advance.

GREAT COURSES: COLOR, HOW DOES IT AFFECT YOUR 
MOOD AND EMOTION?: Monday, June 15, 10 a.m.

There is more to colors than just aesthetics, there’s an actual 
science behind how different colors work with your brain and 
eyes to influence the way you think, feel and behave. The Great 
Courses are taught by leading college professors across the 
country. Join program planner Jennifer Yoo as she plays the 
30-minute videotaped lecture, and then leads a discussion 
about what we learned. This last lecture in the series focuses 

on the competitive and moral contexts of the colors black and 
white. You do not need to have heard the previous lectures to 
join. Call to reserve your Zoom spot by June 12.

MOMENTS WITH THE MAYOR: Thursday, June 18, 10 a.m. 
Westlake’s Mayor Dennis Clough will be on hand to discuss 

how the city is doing during the pandemic as well as what is 
happening around town.  He will also answer your questions. 
Call to reserve your Zoom spot by June 16.

CRAFTING WITH DEBBIE: WHERE FLOWERS BLOOM, SO 
DOES HOPE!: Friday, June 19, 1 p.m.

This fun and easy craft is done using coffee filters and pipe 
cleaners. Craft instructor Debbie Wang will demonstrate differ-
ent ways to make your flower a “one of a kind” beauty.  Call to 
reserve your Zoom spot by June 15. Material kits may be picked 
up at the center before June 17.

REMEMBER WHEN: Tuesday, June 23, 11 a.m.
This month, staffers Michele Hassen and Jodi Rodriguez 

will lead the group on a memory you wish to share. Show us 
a picture or an item from your home and tell us the story. We 
would love to know more about you! Call to reserve your Zoom 
spot by June 22.

TED TALK: THE STORY OF MAGIC, KINDNESS AND SUR-
VIVAL DURING THE HOLOCAUST: Wednesday, June 24, 11 a.m.

Listen to this taped TED Talk, followed by a discussion 
facilitated by director Lydia Gadd. The focus of this talk is less 
about the Holocaust and more about how a simple act of kind-
ness can inspire and impact your life forever. You will have an 
opportunity to share and hear your own examples of how simple 
acts of kindness entered your heart and changed your life. Call 
to reserve your Zoom spot by June 22.

MANAGING STRESS IN A RELATIONSHIP: Monday, June 
29, 1 p.m.

The circumstances we are currently living in has created 
new stress in every aspect of life. For some, relationship stress 
may be even more pronounced. Learn about common commu-
nication pitfalls that contribute to relationship stress, as well as 
tips on assertive communication and healthy boundaries. Call 
to reserve your Zoom spot by June 28.

SENIORS STRONG SESSIONS BY PHONE: Wednesdays in 
June, 10 a.m. 

If you are still not convinced that you want to try a Zoom 
program, we also have a teleconferencing option – all you need 
is a telephone and it doesn’t even have to be a smart one! Pre-
sented by Bob Piovarchy from the Far West Center, Seniors 
Strong is a four-part mental health information series by tele-
phone to discuss ways to understand and manage one’s emo-
tional and mental health. The phone conferences will hold up 
to 12 participants.

June’s topics include:
    June 3: Understanding Mental Health
    June 10: Managing Loneliness and Suicide Awareness
    June 17: Understanding Trauma’s Impact
    June 24: Wellness Coping Strategies 
Call 440-899-3544 to reserve your spot and receive instruc-

tions for phoning in. 
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There is a real danger that un-
weaned kittens will be euthanized 
if taken to a shelter – even a “no 
kill” shelter – because they cannot 
be properly cared for. Therefore, it 
is best to not interfere with young 
kittens unless they or their mother 
are visibly injured or ill, and there is 
no realistic alternative.

You can effectively help kittens, 
however, by helping the whole family. 
If you are worried about kittens you 
see outdoors, watch from a discrete 
distance for Momcat to return, but 
she may not come out until she thinks 
you are gone. You can feed Momcat, 
but don’t leave food out more than 30 
minutes or it may attract predators 
and endanger your feline family. You 
may also provide the family a shelter 
(plans for inexpensive DIY commu-
nity cat homes can be found online), 
but they may refuse your shelter in 
favor of other accommodations more 
to their liking under neighborhood 

decks and porches.
The kittens can safely be 

removed from Mom when they are 
between six and eight weeks old, but 
only do this if you have found a rescue 
or families that agree to take them. 
Often, rescues are overwhelmed with 
kittens and can’t take any more, and 
most people who want cats already 
have at least one.  

Kittens can be neutered when 
they are 8 weeks old, and Momcat also 
needs to be neutered. A happy ending 
to your story may be TNR – trap, neuter 
and return: Momcat and the kittens are 
neutered, vaccinated, and returned to 
their happy outdoor home.

For more information about 
TNR, visit clevelandapl.org, and click 
on “Programs, Services & Resources. 
If you have questions about com-
munity cats and kittens or want help 
with TNR, contact Friends of the Bay 
Village Kennel via their website at 
friendsofbayvillagekennel.com.

For more information on what 
to do if you find outdoor kittens, see 
www.alleycat.org/resources. 

 On Memorial Day, the volunteer team 
of adults and kids descended up the Bower 
house, trimmed trees and bushes, cleaned 
and raked out the gardens, cut grass, edged 
the gardens and sidewalks and spruced up 
the entire yard. 

 It was such a great day for our Men’s Club 
to lend a helping hand to the Bowers – Damon 
is a strong young man and will get through 
this, and with what we all hope will be a full 
recovery. It feels great to see this group of 
friends helping out a family who is deserving 
of our assistance.

 The Community Club of Bay Village, oth-
erwise known as Bay Men’s Club, is the oldest 
civic organization in the city, founded in 1917. 
It has passed through various stages of social 
and community support over the year and 
has emerged as a non-partisan organization 
whose main purpose is to promote camara-
derie and good fellowship, combined with 
occasional acts of volunteer spirit to assist 
neighbors in need. The Club is open to gentle-
men of Bay Village and adjoining suburbs and 
meets on a monthly basis. 

KITTENS from front page    



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 2 JUNE 2020 3

20-0452

Full Tuition 
Assistance

If you or your family has experienced financial hardship  
as a result of COVID-19, Tri-C® can help with full tuition  
assistance. Whether you are looking to get started or your  
four-year plans have changed, check out our programs and  
resources. Register now for summer and fall classes.

tri-c.edu/startnow
216-987-6000

Available to residents of Cuyahoga County.
Possible through federal grants and the  

generous support of donors to the Tri-C Foundation

Online Learning Program at Tri-C 
ranked among nation’s best

by KAREN PETKOVIC

In spite of the having to cancel many 
of BAYarts’ signature “stay-cation” 
summer events, the campus is now 

open.
“Of course we are biased,” says BAY-

arts General Manager Beth Milli, “but 
we think BAYarts’ campus is the best 
place in town to reconnect with friends 
and take in some culture while social 
distancing.”

Typically in summer, the arts 
campus is open 7 days a week from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. and has thousands of 
visitors for concerts, festivals and the 
Thursday market. But while those are on 
hold and with fewer classes as we slowly 
reopen, there will be shorter hours and 
no weekends to start. “We want to make 
sure we are ready to address the flow of 
park visitors,” says Milli. “We have seen 
record numbers of pedestrians since the 
COVID-19 shut downs. It’ll be interesting 
what the summer weather brings.”

With the mandate for social distanc-
ing and safety, BAYarts has been busy 
preparing. The popular local artists shop 
has expanded to allow for greater flow 
and is also available online for pick-up 
purchases. Although large gallery open-
ings won’t be happening for awhile, the 
Sullivan Gallery will still highlight local 
artists for in-person viewing and virtual 
exhibitions. “One thing we’re excited 
about is Gallery Nights where groups of 
no more than 10 can see an exhibit and 

then have a boxed dinner and wine from 
one of our restaurant partners – a great 
night out for friends who aren’t ready for 
crowded restaurants and can picnic in 
the park,” says Milli.

BAYarts summer camps, where hun-
dreds of youth participate in weeklong 
art-focused activities, will be replaced 
this year by smaller group classes later 
in the summer. In the meantime, “Art 
to Go” kits and “Camp in a Box” have 
been a popular alternative to much of 
the online and at-home programming 
families have been doing. The kits can be 
ordered online at bayarts.net for pick-up 
and can be done in the park in one of 
the many wide open spaces on BAYarts’ 
campus.

“We are going to start slow,” says 
Milli. “Our goal is to have a safe, fun, 
BAYarts style summer.” 

BAYarts kicks off summer

BAYarts reopened its doors with 
social distancing a priority.

Bay Men’s Club awards scholarships
by ERIC EAKIN

The Bay Men’s Club has awarded 
$1,500 scholarships to three very 
deserving Bay High students: 

Claire Blevins, Mason Hewko, and Jane 
Finley.

Scholarships are awarded based on 
need, character, scholastic achievement 
and leadership qualities.

Blevins enjoys art, photography, 
being outside, and hanging out with 
friends. She was on the varsity volley-
ball team her freshman and sophomore 
years, which got cut short after she was 
diagnosed with cancer in 2017. She was 
diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leu-
kemia, and after many rounds of chemo 
and hospitalizations she finished treat-
ment in December 2019, only to sadly 
relapse in March. She is preparing for 
a bone marrow transplant in June, and 

plans to take classes at Cuyahoga Com-
munity College her first year while she 
finishes treatment, then transfer to 
another four-year college and major in 
nursing.

Hewko is a member of the National 
Honor Society (NHS), band, swim team, 
and choir. He was a two-year captain of 
the swim team, treasurer 
of NHS and a cappella, 
vice president of show 
choir, and has been on 
band leadership since 
sophomore year. He plans 
on attending Belmont 
University in Nashville to 
study music business with 
a hopeful double major 
in singing/songwriting 
and a potential minor in 
mathematics.

Finley will be attend-

ing Miami University in the fall to major 
in political science with a minor in physi-
ology and law. She was a member of NHS, 
student council, thespians, and class 
officers. She was the editor for the year-
book, chairman for YPF, and a lieuten-
ant and captain for Rockettes. Jane was 
also extremely involved in The Leukemia 

and Lymphoma Society and was named 
Student of the Year in 2018 for raising 
$70,000. She continues to raise money 
for the organization with the school.

“The accomplishments of these 
three recipients, both academically 
and in other fields, is quite impressive,” 
scholarship committee chairperson 
Peter Gierosky said. “We are happy to 
provide this seed money for our leaders 
of tomorrow.” 

Claire Blevins Jane Finley Mason Hewko

The citizen-powered newspaper

Share Your News, 
Photos & 

Community Events

Join with 1,100+ community 
members of all ages who 
have shared their stories, 

photos and community events 
in our community’s favorite 

newspaper and website.

YES! The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake 
residents who want to participate in sharing positive news. 

It’s fun, easy and free to become an Observer. Visit our 
website at wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to 

sign up and be a part of this growing community project! 
Questions? Email staff@wbvobserver.com 

SPREAD GOOD-HEARTED NEWS IN 
WESTLAKE & BAY VILLAGE



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

4   2 JUNE 2020 • WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER                                                                       

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Jack Dianiska has lived in his Henry 
Road home behind St. Raphael’s for 
60 years. He contacted the Observer 

after the first Digging Dover column 
about Native American relics found in 
Dover. He had several incredible stories 
to tell.

He was excited to read about the 
stone mortar that was found along 
Cahoon Creek, uncovered when the 
former Zipp’s manufacturing site was 
being cleared for the Cahoon Ledges 
cluster development. What he was excit-
ed about was that he found a stone pestle 
in the same location at the same time! 
The pestle and mortar would have been 
used to grind nuts.

Mr. Dianiska wondered if the man 
who found the mortar – which I’ve only 
heard about but haven’t seen – had ever 
contacted me. He hasn’t. Later, when 
Mr. Dianiska and I met (with masks of 
course), I was able to hold the pestle and 
it had the same finely crafted balanced 
feel in my hand as the stone celt men-
tioned in the first article. He also found 
a grooved stone ax in the dirt pile. Both 
the pestle and the ax were dated by an 
expert in stone tools as from the Early 
Archaic period.

The pestle and ax are made from the 
same hard, gray stone as the celt from 
the previous article. Archaeologists sur-
mise that grooved axes and celts were 
probably companion tools used in the 
construction of wood framed dwellings. 
These tools became common 7,000 years 
ago. In the same pile of dirt Jack found 
shards of Native American pottery that 
come from a later period.

Mr. Dianiska has explored Cahoon 
Creek for artifacts for years; one of his 
beautiful finds was a white barbed point 
that the same expert mentioned above 
said was used for impaling fish. As a life-
long bow hunter Jack’s admiration for the 
artistry and skills of these Native Ameri-
can craftsmen was palpable.

After graduating from John Marshall 
High School in West Park, Mr. Diani-
ska worked for house building brothers 
Alex and Henry Bruscino. It was Jack’s 
job to make sure that truckers leaving 
the brothers’ post-WWII pre-fab house 
factory in West Park were not pilfering 
materials. He also worked for them in 
Bay Village.

According to “Bay Village: A Way of 
Life,” in 1950 the Bruscino Construction 
Company came to the aid of the rapidly 
expanding St. Raphael Parish by building 

a gymnasium which could be 
used temporarily as a church 
and in 1953 breaking ground 
for the now recently demol-
ished permanent church 
building. It sounds like the 
Parish was “land rich and 
cash poor” and apparently for 
constructing these buildings 
at the lowest possible cost 
for St. Raphael’s, the parish 
gave or sold their backland 
east of what would become 
Donald Drive to the Brusci-
nos. According to Jack Diani-
ska, Henry Road was named 
for Henry Bruscino and the 
identical pre-fab houses 
were constructed and sold for 
$19,000 each.

This is where the other 
incredible artifact find that 
Mr. Dianiska made comes in. In 1960, 
after a seven-year stint in the military, he 
purchased one of those Bruscino-made 
homes on Henry Road from the origi-

nal purchasers. Shortly after moving in, 
remembering that after the basements 
were dug and constructed the dirt spoils 
would be pushed back against the foun-
dations, he decided to do some digging 
in his front bushes.

What he found was a handsome 
Native American stone point and a heav-
ily encrusted copper coin, within one 
foot of each other. After cleaning off the 
coin as best as he could he saw that the 
coin had three fleur-de-lis and the words 
“Liard de Fran__” on one side and the 
profile of a head on the other. He took 
it to a coin dealer who could not find an 
exact match but said it looked similar to 
French coins of the 1500s and the 1600s. 
Jack conjectured that the arrowhead 
and coin were probably once together 
in a small pouch which had fallen to the 
ground and disintegrated. This ignites the 
imagination.

Wischmeyer Creek bisects Henry 
Road just a couple hundred feet east of Mr. 
Dianiska’s front door. One possible sce-

nario is that a Native American encamped 
near Wischmeyer Creek lost a couple trea-
sured possessions, to be found 450 years 
later as treasure for another man.

The French were the first Europeans 
to explore Ohio. They were the first to 
trade with Native Americans for furs. 
The “Jesuit Relations” published by 
French Jesuits in what is today Canada 
are the first to mention the Erie Indi-
ans which gave their name to Lake Erie. 
They were missionaries to the Huron 
Indians in Canada. Eight of them 
were martyred by the Iroquois in the 

1600s and canonized in 1930. 
St. Raphael Church had a side 
altar dedicated to these martyrs 
for many years. It is fitting that 
of all the places in Dover that 
a French coin from this period 
would be found it would be on 
land once owned by St. Raphael 
Catholic parish. 

French coin among early 
artifacts found in Dover

DIGGING DOVER
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A teenage Jack Dianiska, bowhunter.

How a stone pestle was held to grind 
nuts in a mortar.

A 1852 Blackmore map of Cuyahoga County with current streets 
superimposed showing Henry Road between Wischmeyer and Cahoon 
creeks, dividing land owned by the Cahoon brothers.

An Archaic Period axhead found by 
Jack Dianiska at the Cahoon Ledges 
site, measuring 4.75" x 3.19" x 2".

French copper coin discovered by Jack Dianiska outside his home in Bay Village.

A Native American white flint barbed 
point for catching fish, found by Jack 
Dianiska in Cahoon Creek, measuring 
1.75" x .75" x .25". Photographed next 
to a quarter for size reference. 

Jack Dianiska at his Henry Road 
home.

The French coin, shown at actual size.
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by KAY LAUGHLIN

Continuing on with our time-
line, I note seven more life-changing 
events for our village.

1. Cleveland Metropolitan 
Park System. In 1925, the Cleveland 
Metroparks bought the John Hun-
tington Estate for $500,000. Within 
the village limits Bay now had an 
“Emerald Necklace” with the best 
beach for miles around. Situated 
next to Cahoon Memorial Park, the 
Village of Bay took advantage of these 
two wonderful gifts that bettered our 
lives. “The Beach” became a daily visit 
and fishing and boating off its shores 
brought much fun and happiness. 
Baycrafters arrived in 1948 and Huntington 
Playhouse in 1957. We now had a cultural 
area in the center of town. 

2. The Cahoon Barn Becomes the 
Community House. In 1936, as a Works 
Progress Administration project, men from 
the Village and WPA worked on Lake Road 
and the remodel. The new building replaced 
the old red schoolhouse as the center of 
community activities. The building currently 
houses the city’s recreation department and 
the Village Bicycle Cooperative. Plans for the 
future will make it a modern up-to-date com-
munity center to serve us even better.

3. Growing Up, the Schools Come Into 
Their Own. A new school, named Parkview, 
was completed in 1922. The Red Brick School 
House school colors of blue and white 
appeared on sports uniforms for Parkview. In 
1946, Jack Llewellyn came to Bay to coach the 
Parkview football team. He advised the high 
school athletic council they needed to have a 
mascot for their athletic teams. A contest was 
held and the winner was “Bay Blue Devils.” 
The school board, not happy with the winner, 
accepted the second entry name, Rockets, as 
being more appropriate. In the fall of 1947, 
for the first time, a Parkview team took the 
field under the name Bay Rockets and the 
senior class petitioned the administration 
and board of education to change the name 

of the school from Parkview High School to 
Bay High School. They were the first class to 
graduate from Bay High School. At the same 
time, Miss Joyce Rowbotham became the 
new choir director and taught us all how to 
“breathe from our diaphragm.”  Mr. Roland 
Hosmer arrived with a military marching 
style and midnight blue/black uniforms with 
red sashes. The high school stepped out into 
the future and never looked back. Our lives 
became more centered around our schools. 
“Our children are our best business” became 
our motto.

4. Three New Churches. By the late 
1940s, St Raphael’s Parish, St. Barnabas Prot-
estant Episcopal Church and Bethesda-on-
the-Bay Lutheran Church were well estab-
lished. They changed the daily life patterns 
for many citizens. St. Raphael’s built a church 
and school. These churches are still active. St. 
Raphael’s has grown to become one of the 
largest churches in the village.

5. The Bay Shopping Center. Dr. Knoll 
built the first strip shopping center in Bay 
Village in 1949. Located at the corners of 
Wolf and Dover Center roads, it had a great 
impact on the daily life of the citizens. Mom 

and Dad could now find most 
of their sundries, hardware, 
new shoes, shoe repair, bakery, 
sporting goods, pharmacy, gro-
cery store, five-and-dime all in 
the same place.

6. The Village of Bay 
Becomes a City. The charter we use today 
was offered to the voters in 1949, passing in 
1950. At the same time the village became 
a city, having been certified as having 6,917 
residents, passing the required 5,000 resident 
threshold. An election was held to name the 
new city.  The winner was “City of Bay Vil-
lage.” This name told you three things: first, 
we were a city; second, we were rural; and 
third, we were on the shores of a body of 
water. We had new addresses.

7. The Coronavirus Pandemic of 2020. 
Our residents have 
lived through many 
difficult events 
over the years. To 
name some of the 
past crises we have 
overcome: WWI, 
Spanish Flu, Polio, 
Diphtheria Epidemic, Depression, Bank 
Crash, WWII, Vietnamese War, and today 
the coronavirus. We have always seemed to 
persevere, help our neighbors, be giving souls 
and offer prayer and companionship. Today, 
we are facing another difficult period in our 
history. We will be OK. This too will pass. 

A Bay Village timeline, part 4
SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

The Cleveland Metropolitan Park System bought the John 
Huntington Estate for $500,000 in 1925.

In 1936, as a Works Progress 
Administration project, men from the 
Village and WPA converted the Cahoon 
Barn into the Community House.

Dr. Knoll built the first strip shopping center in Bay Village in 1949.

Bay Village 
Senior Center 
connects      
by mail
by LESLIE SELIG

Seniors are affected 
in many ways by the 
Coronavirus, and they 

remain the most at-risk pop-
ulation. While it’s hard on all 
of us to stay home and social 
distance, many seniors live 
alone, which makes the quar-
antine even more difficult. To 
make matters worse, while 
many of us pass the time and 
socialize online, research 
shows that less than half of 
seniors have a computer, or 
know how to use one.

With this informa-
tion, the Bay Village Senior 
Center staff decided that if 
the seniors can’t come to the 
senior center, we will take 
the senior center to them, 
and created Senior Center by 
Mail. This program will start 
in June and continue month-
ly, until the center opens back 
up again.

The content of Senior 
Center by Mail will mirror 
what we do at the senior 
center, where we focus on 
physical exercise, mental 
stimulation, socialization 
and outreach. The June packet 
includes a booklet of chair 
exercises, word search and 
spot the difference puzzles, a 
listing of multiple resources 
to help those who are strug-
gling during the pandemic, 
and a Connections newslet-
ter with senior center updates, 
and options to connect with 
us by phone or via a pen pal 
program for those who like 
to write or may have hearing 
difficulty. For those who do go 
online, there is also a section 
of online resources with valu-
able content.

Those on our mailing list 
will receive their first Senior 
Center by Mail this first 
week of June. If you want to 
be added to our mailing list, 
please call 440-899-3409, or 
email lselig@cityofbayvillage.
com. 

by STAN GRISNIK

The Bay Village Kiwanis Club has 
been sponsoring the annual 
Bay Village Academic Achieve-

ment Awards Night for over 50 years. 
The Awards Night is typically held in 
the Bay High School auditorium. This 
year, due to social distancing guidelines, 
the event was held online. The annual 

Kiwanis Awards Dinner honoring the 
recipients will tentatively be held later 
this summer.

For the 2019-2020 school year, the 
Bay Village Kiwanis Club has awarded 
16 scholarships totaling $12,750, to the 
following students:
• $250 Department Awards: Olivia 

Doland, Art; Thomas Ferrara, Busi-
ness; Dominic Yontosh, Career Based 

Intervention; Elizabeth Holup, Eng-
lish; Caden Barker, Family & Consumer 
Sciences; Ben Anderson, Mathematics; 
Max Linn Shelton, Music; Audrey Ray, 
Science; Patricia Yuhas, Social Studies; 
Stephen Tepper, Technology; Juliana 
Reising, World Language

• $2,000 Kiwanis Scholarship Awards: 
Olivia Doland, Noah Lowery, Edward 
Papp

• $2,000 Kiwanis Key Club Scholarship 
Awards: Madison Florez, Shea Janos

Bay Kiwanis is able to provide 
scholarships to deserving high school 
graduates because of the support that 
we receive from the community. When 
you support our pancake breakfasts, 
spaghetti dinners, Bay Days, Christmas 
tree sales and other fundraisers held 
throughout the year, you provide the 
means for us to continue our work.

Visit our bayvillage-oh.kiwanisone.
org for more information. 

Bay Village Kiwanis announces annual scholarship awards
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Jerrie Berg Barnett of Bay Village, Ohio, age 82, passed 
away at O’Neill Healthcare, Bay Village of natural causes.

Jerrie was born in Erie, PA. She lived in Louisville 
Kentucky through high school before attending Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio. Upon graduation, in 1960 
Jerrie taught elementary school for 30 years on the west 
side of Cleveland, finishing the last 26 years in Rocky 
River school system.

Beloved wife of the late David Barnett. Loving step-
mother of Kim Barnett (Mark), and Kelly Millis (Jeff). 
Grandmother of Kaley Millis, Quentin Millis, and Nico 
Barnett. Great-grandmother of Bria Monaghan. Sister of Mary Joe Fletcher (Michael), 
of Baton Rouge, LA and Karen Smith of Westport, KY. Aunt of Brook Smith (Pam), and 
Kim Wooldridge and great aunt to ten.

Jerrie did volunteer work at the Bay Village library upon retirement in 1992. She 
loved to read books and was well known in Bay as the lady who read books as she 
walked. Jerrie was an avid knitter and played a lot of bridge. She also was a golfer 
and a bowler in her younger days.

Jerrie had been involved for years in Bay Village city council meetings before she 
moved to Westlake at the end of December 2017. She moved to the Gardens at 
Westlake Senior Living as an Independent resident. After 40+ years of living in Bay 
Village, this was the beginning and the end of a new era in her life.

Memorial Service Saturday, August 15, 2020 at 2 p.m. at the Berry-McGreevey 
Funeral Home, 26691 Detroit Rd. (One mile west of Columbia Rd.) Westlake. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Bay Village branch library or to the 
Humane Society. Please visit www.BerryMcGreevey.com to sign the guest book and 
to provide your memories and stories of Jerrie for the family to enjoy.

In memoriam: Jerrie Berg Barnett

Westlake | Bay Village Observer, June 2, 2020. PLEASE PROOFREAD

by JIM POTTER

The Bay Village American Legion Post #385 honored Memo-
rial Day with their traditional 21-gun salute at Lakeside 
Cemetery. Chaplain Ed Kus gave an opening prayer and 

Commander Stanley Zeager read the names of those 59 individu-
als who made the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms that we all 
enjoy. Janice Blanton represented the Daughters of the American 
Revolution at the event. 

The Bay Village Legion remembers

Dare to be the LIGHT!
Livestream service, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

A positi ve path for spiritual living

             Inclusive Spiritual Community. Affi  rmati ve Prayer. 
                        Livestream Meditati on and Classes. 
                 23855 Detroit Ave., Westlake, OH, 440-835-0400
                               www.unityspiritualcenter.com

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Detective work brought 
crimes like homicide and rape, 
and solving these was impor-
tant. However, getting to meet 
and help people, relating to 
their needs and trying to help 
them though problems was the 
most special part of his years of 
service. Each new career move 
brought something new to learn 
and do. Also he has 100% sup-
port from his wife and family, 
and the department has been 
like family.

Years ago a young police 
officer came to this writer’s 
house (in uniform) and knocked 
on our door to “check us out.” 
His wife and mine had been 
elected to co-lead the Girl Scout 
troop our daughters were join-
ing. I was startled but glad to 
invite him in. Over the years I 
have come to know Mark as very 
thoughtful, insightful, sensible 
and genuinely caring.

I asked him how he saw 
himself as chief and what quali-
ties he thought a chief should 
have? He answered he sees lots 
of gray, not just black and white 
in law enforcement. He believes 
an officer needs empathy and 

understanding of people’s posi-
tion and problems. He sees him-
self as having a servant mentality 
– helping others, saying: “A chief 
needs to be tough yet soft, quick 
thinking but deliberate.”

I also asked if he had any 
comment about the case of Amy 
Mihaljevic, who was abducted 
from the Bay Square shopping 
plaza in 1989. He told me he is 
very disappointed the case has 
not yet been solved. He hopes 
there will be justice and closure 
for the family some day in the 
future. He was very firm in saying 
the case is not about him, but 
about Amy and her family.

A few years ago he gave me 
a tour of the police station, built 
in 2006, and we talked about 
its special features. This week 
I asked him about the experi-
ence of guiding the building 
process. He was appointed to 
be a liaison with the architects 
and builders. Mark was heavily 
involved in planning, decision 
making, doing his full-time 
officer duty and still attending 
every meeting, asking lots of 
questions, using department 
resources to determine direc-
tion the design should take. 
He believes our police station 
has been very successful and 
is considered by peers as well-

built and well-designed 
with good facilities for the 
department.

Speaking to Bay Kiwan-
is just a few months ago, 
Mark noted drug abuse has 
gotten worse since the start 
of his career. Most crime 
today has some element of 
alcohol or drug use. He has 
seen many good people just 
taking a wrong turn. Some 
have gotten clean and later 
thanked the police for help-
ing. When asked about how 
the pandemic has affected 
the department’s ability to 
operate, he said, “Our officers 
are coming to work, doing 
their job, are well protected, 
and do not complain.”

Technology has abso-
lutely changed significantly. 
When the Chief Spaetzel 
first joined the force, they typed 
forms in triplicate. Today every-
thing is computerized. Person-
nel use laptops and cameras. The 
department’s annual budget is 
$3.2 million. Protective equip-
ment is vastly improved, and 
there is much more equipment 
an officer is required to carry.

People have also changed 
significantly. Today, new hires 
are much more a part of the deci-
sion-making process. Ideas are 

free flowing. Hiring emphasizes 
decision-making and the brand 
of the department. A good deal 
of thought has to go into seeking 
and selecting officers.

When Mark was hired in 
1985, 300 officers might answer 
an ad. Today it might be 10-15. 
Leadership spends lots of time 
meeting the public and promot-
ing the department as a solid 
place to work. Today’s officer is 
the leader at the scene. Leader-
ship is part of career path train-

ing. Mark is rightfully proud of 35 
years with great people in a great 
department. He has worked in 
transitioning new Chief Kath-
leen Leasure and has great con-
fidence in her ability to lead.

What is next for the chief? 
Mark has not decided his next 
steps other than to be active. I 
hope you take the time to thank 
him and the other officers that 
dedicate their service to helping 
others and wish Mark the very 
best moving forward. 

Bay Village Police Chief Mark Spaetzel addresses the audience 
at the 2020 State of the City presentation in February.

SPAETZEL          
from front page    
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Tree Growth 
Species Factor
American Beech . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
American Elm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
American Sycamore . . . . . . . . . 4
Ash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Aspen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Basswood  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Birch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Black Walnut . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.5
Black Willow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Cherry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Common Horsechestnut . . . . . 8
Cottonwood  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Hornbeam (Ironwood) . . . . . . . 7
Littleleaf Linden . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Northern Red Oak  . . . . . . . . . . 4
Pin Oak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Redbud. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Red Maple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.5
Scotch Pine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.5
Shagbark Hickory . . . . . . . . . .7.5
Silver Maple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Sugar Maple  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.5
Sweet Gum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Swamp White Oak . . . . . . . . . . 5
Sycamore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Tulip Tree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
White Ash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
White Oak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Yellow Buckeye . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

by DENNY WENDELL

With spring finally upon us, here’s a fun outdoor 
activity you can do in your own yard. Estimate 
the age of your tree(s) following the steps below, 

courtesy of Purdue University. I’ll use the white oak 
in my backyard as an example. 
STEP 1. Measure the CIRCUMFERENCE of the tree 
trunk using a measuring tape that measures in feet 
and inches. This should be done at 54 inches above 
the ground, or slightly below shoulder height.

EXAMPLE:
Our white oak tree measures 11 feet, 2 inches in 
CIRCUMFERENCE or 134 inches. STEP 2. Calculate 
the DIAMETER. Divide the CIRCUMFERENCE by 

3.14. For the white oak, the diameter of 134 inches 
divided by 3.14 = 42.67 inches.
STEP 3. Multiply the DIAMETER of the tree by the 
growth factor as determined by species.
Back to our white oak tree. I determined that the 
tree has a 42.67 inches DIAMETER, so you would 
then multiply it by the growth factor of 5 (refer to 
table below), and our answer is 213 years old!

Is there a tree in your yard older than that? Take a 
picture and send it to staff@wbvobserver.com. 

How old is      
my tree?

Tree City USA
More than 3,600 U.S. communities 
have made the commitment to 
become a Tree City USA. Both 
Westlake and Bay Village achieved 
Tree City USA status from the Arbor 
Day Foundation by meeting four 
core standards of sound urban 
forestry management: maintaining a 
tree board or department, having a 
community tree ordinance, spending 
at least $2 per capita on urban 
forestry and celebrating Arbor Day. 
Westlake has held the designation for 
28 years, Bay Village for 21 years.

American Elm

Hornbeam
(Ironwood)

Basswood

Birch

Aspen

Black Walnut

Ash

CIRCUMFERENCE                                    DIAMETER         GROWTH              TREE
       IN INCHES                                 FACTOR                AGE

Cherry Pin Oak

American 
Sycamore

54
inches
from

ground

American Beech

Black Willow

Common 
Horsechestnut

Cottonwood

Littleleaf Linden

Northern Red Oak

Redbud

Red Maple

Scotch Pine

Shagbark Hickory

Silver Maple

Sugar Maple

Sweet Gum

Swamp White Oak

Sycamore

Tulip Tree

White Ash

White Oak

Yellow Buckeye

For more tree information, visit 
ohiodnr.gov and click on OHIO TREE 
GUIDE to view/download a PDF guide 
for Ohio trees.
Also, visit mytree.itreetools.org to see 
an aerial view of your home’s trees.

My 213-year-old  
White Oak tree

:
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by JEFF BING

Now that we’ve shed our figu-
rative “stay at home” ankle 
bracelets – at least, it’s 

figurative for most readers – many 
states are gradually re-opening 
businesses with the idea of getting 
the economy back up and running 
ASAP.

That includes sports. Perhaps 
not exactly as we recall them, but 
sports just the same. As of this writ-
ing, the plans for the four major 
professional sports return were 
changing quickly – seemingly at the 
rate of about once every couple of 
hours or so.

Let’s take a peek at the latest 
absurdities:

Hockey: The NHL continues 
to claim that the league’s fans want 
to see a champion crowned for the 
2019-20 season. The league com-
missioner, Gary Bettman, says there 
will be a tournament starting the 
end of July (at the earliest) which 
will determine seeding (and get the 
players back into shape, theoreti-
cally).

Now, I don’t know about you, 
but I’ve waited, like, eight months 
for the weather to get nice again so 
I could go outside and social dis-
tance myself from the inside of my 
house, which I’m pretty sick of right 
about now. I don’t need no stinkin’ 
hockey to force me to stay inside. 
There, I said it.

Basketball: The NBA, at the 
direction of commissioner Adam 
(Hi-yo) Silver, want to do something 
as nutty as – perhaps even nuttier 
than -- the NHL. Silver also main-
tains that NBA fans want a champi-

on crowned for the 2019-20 season.
I’m not sure who Silver sought 

out for opinions regarding the pros-
pect of continuing the NBA season, 
but the smart money says it wasn’t 
anyone in Cleveland. I was just 
starting to forget how bad the Cavs 
were; why re-open that old wound?

Not only that, but the proposed 
set-up would require a seeding plan 
(similar to that of the NHL) and play 
would begin the end of July or early 
August. So, a season that began in 
2019 would likely end precariously 
close to 2021?  

Baseball: I already voiced my 
displeasure with MLB last issue; 
there is no need to rehash that 
nonsense. The only thing that’s 
important here is that baseball 
wouldn’t start – best case scenario 
– until roughly the same time as 
hockey and basketball. At least 
baseball would have the argument 
that they were still playing some of 
their games during the period they 
were supposed to play – summer. 
Of course, even with the late start 
and proposed shortened schedule 
of 82 games, they will be playing 
well past Halloween. Boo! (Yes, the 
idea scares me too).

Football: The NFL has benefit-
ted from the coronavirus timing, in 
that everything COVID-19 hit the 
fan here smack-dab in the NFL’s 
off-season. As of now, it looks like 
the NFL’s season may go as sched-
uled, although some games (espe-
cially the early season ones) may be 
played in empty stadiums. We’ll see 
how it plays out.

The bottom line is that, for the 
first time in history, all four of the 
major sports will be playing a sig-
nificant number of games within 
the same calendar time frame, a 
circumstance they all try to avoid 
as much as possible during a 
“normal” year. The pie will be cut 
into much smaller pieces, with the 
NFL getting the most slices. Base-
ball, basketball and hockey will 
likely be left wondering why they 
all rushed back. 

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Native plants are defined 
as those that occur 
naturally in a region in 

which they evolved. After read-
ing this column, I hope you’ll 
have a better understanding 
of why it’s important to plant 
native trees and plants in your 
yard.

Over the past century, 
urbanization has occurred in 
the United States: 54% of the 
land in the lower 48 states is 
made up of cities and suburbs, 
and 41% is made up of agricul-
ture. We, as humans, have taken 
over 95% of nature. Lawns and 
exotic ornamental plants have 

taken over ecologically pro-
ductive land. Lawns cover over 
40 million acres in the United 
States, and over 3,400 species 
of alien plants have invaded 100 
million acres, and that is expect-
ed to continue to increase.

Landscape that is human-
dominated is not able to sup-
port functioning ecosystems. 
As a result, biodiversity (the 
variety of life in a habitat or 
ecosystem) has greatly suf-
fered. All life depends on biodi-
versity, including humans and 
birds. Local birds would not 
survive without the insects that 
have evolved along with native 
plants. For example, native oak 
trees have been shown to host 

over 500 species of caterpillars; 
ginkgo trees host only five. This 
is a significant difference when 
it takes over 6,000 caterpillars 
to raise one brood of chicka-
dees. Songbirds have been in 
decline since the 1960s, with 
40% of them gone so far.

Native plants do not 
require fertilizers and pes-
ticides like non-natives do. 
Fertilizers and pesticides con-
taminate Lake Erie and other 
waterways through run-off, so 
using less or none at all is an 
immediate help to the environ-
ment. Natural landscapes are 
also low-maintenance, which 
I know for me is a wonderful 
benefit! Native plants not only 
support bird populations, but 
also support pollinators. Pol-
linators are crucial to the sur-
vival of all living things, includ-
ing humans.

I’m sure you are asking 
yourself what you can do to 
help preserve our biodiversity 

in Northeast Ohio. The answer 
is actually quite simple, and if 
you do it, you will absolutely 
contribute to helping the prob-
lem. All you have to do is plant 
native plants and trees on your 
property.

Planting native plants gives 
local animals what they need 
to survive and produce. Every 
single animal gets their energy 
from plants or from something 
that eats plants (i.e. insects). 
This is why insects are a vital 
component of the ecosystem.  

Alien ornamental species 
support 29 times less biodi-
versity than native ornamen-
tals. Even modest increases in 
native plants in suburbs sig-
nificantly increases the number 
and species of breeding birds. 
Native plants also help you 
use less water, as their deep 
root systems increase the soil’s 
capacity to store water. Native 
plants significantly reduce 
water runoff and flooding.

How do you know if a plant 
or tree is native? Cleveland 
Metroparks has put together 
a nice guide for native plants 
that are broken down by height, 
sunlight requirements, and 
bloom times. You can find that 
here: bit.ly/2zHY7ny.

If that feels too over-
whelming (believe me, I get 
it!) I have some good news! 
A friend of mine has recently 
started an “ecologically minded 
garden design company” right 
here in Bay Village. The name 
of the new company is Erie 
Shore Gardens. They will come 
to your house and talk about 
the types of plants you are look-
ing for and then develop a plan 
for your landscaping. Native 
plants and natural landscap-
ing are becoming all the rage, 
so hop on board this ecologi-
cally friendly trend! You will 
simultaneously help the local 
biodiversity in more ways than 
you can imagine. 

THE GREEN REPORT

The importance of 
planting natives

Return to 
‘normal’?            
R-i-i-i-i-g-h-t

SPORTING VIEWS THE DIGITAL WORLD

A new dimension to embrace
by TAK SATO

“Other than throwing it at me or 
against the wall out of frustra-
tion, I can fix anything so don’t 

be afraid to experiment.” This is one of the 
many “Tak-isms” my students will hear 
throughout the Discover Digital Literacy! 
(DDL!) program, taken from the “Satosan 
Method” I devised for teaching seniors. In 
the last three years, I haven’t seen a single 
tablet fly out of our students’ hands and 
that’s a good thing. Although tablets are near 
commodities, we are only able to assign 
them as a hands-on learning tool to each 
student because of our generous donors.

The Satosan Method, a handbook of 
sorts, is the culmination of my experience over 
the span of three decades in helping people 
with technology and specifically tuned for 
helping seniors discover digital literacy.

For 16 consecutive weeks, barring holi-
days, seniors age 60 and over see the same 12 
faces at the same time and day of the week. I 
think of myself as the “teacher” for the first 
several classes, morphing into a “guiding” 
role for the duration of each program. This 
journey, once embarked, becomes another 
of their lifelong learning initiatives as digital 
literacy is a 21st century “life-skill.”

The Center for Aging in the Digital 
World, the nonprofit my wife and I co-
founded, held our 4th annual Living in the 
Digital World Senior Expo virtually for the 
first time last month where presentations 
were live streamed. Westlake | Bay Village 
Observer was our media sponsor (thank you 
WBVO!) and was joined by other sponsors 
and partners to make it possible.

In our 2016 strategic plan, we had a 

goal to simultaneously introduce an online 
equivalent of our in-person DDL! program. 
Since we were just starting and had to prove 
Satosan Method’s efficacy, we prioritized 
in-person (i.e. real world) over digital world 
program delivery.

Earlier this year, before the coronavi-
rus pandemic unfolded, we tested “DDL! 
in FOCUS” for our graduates. This pilot 
program explored a singular topic, this 
first time we explored curation options for 
digital photos amassed on smartphones and 
tablets, in four consecutive weeks. It was 
received well thus becoming a regular offer-
ing to continue to support our graduates on 
their journey. Another pilot, “DDL! for Work-
force,” was delayed due to the pandemic.

We know that the coronavirus pandem-
ic will forever change our lifestyles going for-
ward. Our in-person programs will continue 
to be offered under new social distancing 
practices.

Four years later, we are borrowing a 
page from our old strategic plan to intro-
duce online versions of our in-person pro-
grams. Our first pilot for this initiative will 
be called “DDL! FastTrack” which will be 
an advanced version of the flagship DDL! 
and shorter in duration. We should be ready 
by mid-summer so stay tuned to empow-
erseniors.org and @center4aging on social 
media platforms like Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram for more news.

Discovering digital literacy will provide 
benefits and introduce options to minimize 
the risk of becoming lonely and socially 
isolated when in-person emotional con-
nectedness becomes a challenge as in the 
past couple months of social distancing has 
shown! 

Thank You to all of our advertisers who partner 
with the Observer! This newspaper is offered free to the community 

thanks to the civic-minded businesses and organizations that 
support the project through advertising and distribution.

Shop local – support our advertisers.
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We need your help
Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding mission – to strengthen our 

community by informing and engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added challenge at a time when 

emotional connection and togetherness matter so much.
Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the community can share news, 

share stories and share laughs.
If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form below. Donations may also be made by credit card at 
wbvobserver.com. All supporters will be recognized in a future edition of the Observer.

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.
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by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.
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the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
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Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

The Westlake High School 
Technology & Engineer-
ing (T & E) Department 

was selected for the state’s best 
project during the Ohio Tech-
nology & Engineering Educators 

Association (OTEEA) state con-
ference school exhibits competi-
tion, held April 6 in the Buckeye 
Building of the Ohio Expo Center 
in Columbus. The event was held 
in conjunction with the growing 
MakerX festival.

Students of the Westlake High 

School T & E Department garnered 
two state champion titles for their 
Best of Show awards in two dif-
ferent technology categories, and 
added the prestigious Zupancic 
award as well as a Best of Show 
runner-up award. 

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by April 26 

at wbvobserver.com
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The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

 » See TECHNOLOGY page 2

Ethan Simon, Connor Reis, Robert Fulop and Austin Loosli won a state title for their “Multi-Unit 
Townhouse” model home design at the OTEEA competition in Columbus.

WHS students win state champion 
titles for technology projects

 » See GIRL SCOUTS page 14

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Years ago, Jim, age 50, had 
back surgery. Two lumbar 
vertebrae fused, screws 

placed. Two weeks ago, severe back 
pain shot down his left knee, knocked 
him to the floor, curled him into a 
fetal position.

He’s been to the ER five times. 
Doctors think it’s his hip, groin or 
back. He’s frustrated. Last night, for 
his pain, he bought a jar of CBD 
(cannabidiol) cream from his mas-
seuse. “This stuff’s flying off the 
shelf,” she told him.
What’s CBD oil?

Marijuana plants 
contain hundreds of 
chemicals. The two 
big stars: CBD and 
THC (tetrahydrocan-
nabinol). CBD does not produce a “high,” unlike THC.

CBD oil: Truth and hope 
about a cannabis product

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

CBD oil is available online 
and at many retail locations.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake resident 
Deb Myers 
received the 

2019 Myrna Chelko Vol-
unteer Award from West-
lake Porter Public Library 
at a volunteer recognition 
event on March 31.

A Reception Desk 
volunteer since 2002, 
Myers is one of the first 
“faces of the library” that 
visitors see when entering 
the building. Because of 
her longevity as a volun-
teer, Myers is known for 
her knowledge about the library and her resulting 
ability to assist patrons. She also volunteers for the 
Friends of Porter Public Library’s annual Big Book Sale 

as well as at the Ice 
Cream Social. She 
has given close to 
2,500 hours of ser-
vice to the library.

Myrna Chelko 
was a long-time 
library volunteer 
who was known 
for her dedication 
to the library and 
her hard work. She 
helped found the 
Friends of Porter 
Public Library 
and her many 
volunteer services 
include being an 

officer of that group and a library board member. 
Myrna exemplified the volunteer spirit, which is why 
the award was created in her name. 

Myers receives Porter Library volunteer award

 » See CBD page 4

Porter Library Board President Elizabeth Sheehe 
(center) and Library Director Andrew Mangels (right) 
honored volunteer Deb Myers (left) with the library's 
annual Myrna Chelko Volunteer Award at a recent 
volunteer recognition event. 
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A makeshift dam diverts the Sperry Creek into pipes 
under Queenswood Drive as the bridge above is 

demolished. Since this April 9 photo, the old bridge 
structure in Bay Village has been completely removed.
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Queenswood Drive        
bridge replacement
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 » See RELAY page 6

by ERIC EAKIN

The Bay Days fireworks fun-
draising team has added 
a second raffle prize: four 

tickets to the Wednesday, Aug. 
13, Cleveland Indians game and 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to throw out the ceremonial 
first pitch.

Anyone who has already purchased a raffle 
ticket for the suite for 16 persons at the Friday, Aug. 22, Indians game 
offered by the group is automatically eligible to win this additional prize.

The Aug. 22 Indians package includes a suite for 16 persons with food 
and soft drinks, four parking passes and the opportunity for four persons 
to view the fireworks display from the visitors’ dugout.

The Aug. 13 Indians prize includes four seats to a game versus the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and the ceremonial first pitch. The first 10,000 
persons to that game also receive a pair of aviator sunglasses, courtesy 
of SportstimeOhio.

The winning tickets will be drawn at Bay Days on the Fourth of July.
Tickets for either prize are $25 each or five for $100. All proceeds help 

to fund the Bay Days fireworks display, which is now privately funded.
Call 216-386-5997 or email ericjeakin@gmail.com to purchase tickets 

or for more information, or fill out the form on page 16 of this issue. 

First-pitch prize added 
to Bay fireworks raffle

CEREMONIAL 
FIRST PITCH
CEREMONIAL 

FIRST PITCH

Event organizer Amy Brediger, in blue, walks a lap at Westlake High during Relay for Life on 
May 31 with, from left, Jackie Ferguson, cancer survivor Missy Johnson, and Maureen Rote.

by PIXIE EMERSON

BAYarts will be 
marking the 
60 anniversa-

ry of the Sam Shep-
pard trial this year 
with a gallery exhibit 
and related events 
beginning Aug. 8.

T h e  h o u s e 
where Dr. Shep-
pard was arrested is 
BAYarts’ own Fuller 
House, which was 
located in what is 
now Cashelmara at 
the time of his arrest. 
A celebrity in its own 
right, the 122-year-
old Fuller House became international 
news 30 years later when it was moved 
to its current location on BAYarts 
campus via a barge on Lake Erie.

BAYarts will host an informal gath-
ering on Aug. 13 on the Fuller House 
porch to piece together your personal 
memories of the people and the events. 
The gallery exhibit: “A Strange Holiday: 
An Aesthetic Examination of the Sam 
Sheppard Case” will open Friday, Aug. 
8, 7-9 p.m. and run through Sept. 27 in 
the Sullivan Family Gallery.

Got a story or tip? Send it to       
fullerhousestories@bayarts.net. 

Tell BAYarts your Sam Sheppard 
or Fuller House story

In 1984, the Fuller House was floated by 
barge to its new location on the BAYarts 
campus. Dr. Sheppard was arrested July 30, 
1954, on the front porch of this, his parent’s 
home, and charged with the murder of his 
wife, Marilyn.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

When Dennis Sullivan’s seventh-grad-
ers at Lee Burneson Middle School 
learned that they had won the Leu-

kemia & Lymphoma Society’s Pasta for Pennies 
contest at the school, they made a startling 
request.

The students asked that the Olive Garden 
lunch they had won for their classroom be 
donated to the Ronald McDonald House, a 
home-away-from home for families of children 
being treated at Cleveland-area hospitals. Lunch 
was delivered to those families on May 29.

“Many families on our team are currently 
personally affected by cancer,” said Sullivan, 
seventh-grade social studies teacher and 

middle school athletic director. “The most 
incredible act was to donate the motivational 
lunch back to the hospital. I am extremely 
proud of all the kids in my homeroom.”

The Pasta for Pennies program encourages 
students to collect spare change over a three-
week period. Lee Burneson Middle School 
donated a collective $3,844.55 – the ninth high-
est amount raised out of 466 Northeast Ohio 
schools that participated in the fundraiser. Sul-
livan’s class collected $504.04.

“I can’t begin to express how incredibly 
grateful the parents and staff were to receive 
a wonderful meal,” said Kerri Peterson-Davis, 
campaign manager for school and youth pro-
grams at the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society-
Northern Ohio Chapter. “Please express to 
your students that not only are they making 
a difference in the lives 
of those fighting blood 
cancer, but also the 
lives of people who 
are currently spending 
hours in a hospital as 

LBMS class 
donates prize 
back to charity

by AMY BREDIGER

Well we did it – and we couldn’t have had 
nicer weather or better people to sup-
port our cause! The Westshore Relay is 

over but I am still smiling from the overwhelming 
love that was felt by all. 

Our event was a great success, coming in 
almost $10,000 over our original goal and still 
going. We have team fundraisers scheduled over 
the summer and a few donations that will not 

be released until July.  I consider this a huge 
achievement and sincerely appreciate everyone 
who helped make it happen.

I found myself crying as I announced the 
amount of money raised, $36,000 so far, to the 
crowd Sunday morning. I know how much work 
we all put into this event and it was heartwarm-
ing to have it pay off. I took on this Relay three 
years ago when it was down and out, and now 
we are breathing new life into it together. 

A wedding photo of Marilyn 
and Sam Sheppard.
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United in fight against cancer
Relay for Life surpasses fundraising goal

by EILEEN VERNON

In celebration of its 20th year, The Bay 
Village Foundation voted last month to 
approve two major projects. Trustees 

voted to make an anniversary gift to the 
families of Bay Village by refurbishing and 
adding new features to the Play in Bay play-
ground in Cahoon Memorial Park.

Twenty years ago, Bay Village City 
Council set up a private fund to help two 

groups of volunteers that were raising 
funds for the Play in Bay playground and 
for the expansion of the Bay Way Cabin. 
Council President T. Richard Martin sug-
gested that a separate fund be set up to act 
as a private account to hold the incoming 
funds during the drives. The new fund was 
called The Future of Bay.

Both groups succeeded in their goals 
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Bay Village Foundation plans 
anniversary gift to residents

The Bay Village Foundation will add new features, replace worn materials 
and enhance the safety of the Play in Bay playground as a gift to residents in 
celebration of the group’s 20th anniversary.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   

Our community’s favorite newspaper, 
written by the residents of Westlake & Bay Village./wbvobserver

 » See PLAY IN BAY page 2

The Westlake Fire Department received 
two awards at the July 2 Westlake City 
Council meeting.

The first, presented by the American 
Heart Association, was the organization’s Mis-
sion Lifeline Silver Award, which recognized 
the Westlake Fire Department’s high standard 
of cardiac care and transport of patients suf-
fering from a STEMI, a severe heart attack 
that requires urgent treatment to prevent 
death. Of the 1,400 agencies in the state that 
provide emergency services, only 51 received 
the award.

The second award was a recognition from 
St. John Medical Center for excellent care of 
cardiovascular patients for the year 2014. 
 

Pictured left to right: Alexander Kuhn (American Heart Association), Chief James Hughes, firefighter Nick Dangel, 
firefighter Paul Carroll,  firefighter Tyler Kelly, Asst. Chief Mike Freeman, firefighter Eric Szytec, Capt. Russ Hetman, 
firefighter John Kish, firefighter Glen Netkowicz, Lt. Doug Vasi, Linda Owen (St. John Medical Center, manager of 
cardiovascular services) and Bill Young (St. John Medical Center CEO).

Westlake firefighters 
honored with two awards
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by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The opportunity for artists 
to display their work in the 
Community of Fine Arts 

Show for the month of August pro-
vides exposure of their work for sale 
and a possibility of prize money. But 
registration for the 2015 COFA, a 
juried art show, which the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council founded 16 
years ago, has a July 13 deadline for art 
work submission.

The W-WAC accepts works for 
the COFA from amateur/semi-profes-
sionals, 18 years or older, and in five 
categories: Oil/Acrylic; Watercolor; 
Drawing/Pen & Ink; Charcoal/Pastel; 
and Photography.

The 16th edition of COFA will take 
place August 3 through 29 at Westlake 

Porter Public Library, which has gra-
ciously hosted the event for the past 
several years. 

Details of how works are submitted 
for possible entry, fees, prizes and other 
pertinent information are outlined on 
the entry form, which is available online 
at w-wac.org. For more information 
contact Robert Pearl at 440-554-7522 or 
email at robrtpearl@aol.com. 

Rewarding invitation for artists

Polly Barrett’s watercolor, “A Wild Ride,” 
was exhibited in the 2014 COFA.

by CONDA BOYD

The Bay Village City Hall micro-
phone project moved another 
step closer to completion at City 

Council’s June 29 meeting, when Claire 
Banasiak, chair of LWV-Greater Cleve-
land’s Bay Village chapter, presented a 
check for $10,000 to Council President 
Paul Koomar. The total cost of the proj-
ect, which is expected to be completed 
by early fall, is estimated at $16,000.

High-quality microphones will be 
purchased for Council chambers and 
for the conference room where com-
mittee meetings are held. 

As noted in the LWV’s presenta-
tion letter, by accepting the gift, the 
City agrees to install and maintain the 
system and to “record all open meet-
ings and make recordings available to 
the public at no charge through the 
city web site for both listening and 
download.”

Since May 18, Council has been 
posting its meeting recordings to the 
web. However, the sound quality is 
poor. Superior pickups will produce 
clearer recordings – and speakers 
installed in Council chambers will 

Loud and clear 
from city hall

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

 » See MICROPHONES page 2

by KAREN DERBY

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) has awarded 

Bay High School the Energy 
Star Building label, 
recognizing the 
school as one of the 
most energy effi-
cient K-12 school 
facilities in the 
United States.

Bay High earned a 
score of 96 on the 100-
point scale, far exceeding 
the required score of 75 in 
the rigorous examination of 
energy efficiency.

“You are not just saving 
energy and money with your 
investments in efficiency,” 
said Ted Bedell of Gardiner, 
the district’s partner in iden-
tifying and implementing 
energy conservation strate-
gies. “You are reducing your 
carbon footprint to the ben-
efit of our environment.”

by NELSON BLOUNT

“Let my heart be broken 
with the things that 
break the heart of 

God.” These words by Bob 
Pierce, who in 1970 was presi-
dent of Youth for Christ, were 
written after visiting children 
suffering in Korea. His mission 

for this organization was “to 
meet emergency needs in crisis 
areas through existing evan-
gelical mission agencies and 
national churches.” Since 1993 
the leadership of Samaritan’s 
Purse (Franklin Graham) have 
delivered more than 124 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes. There are 
500,000 volunteers worldwide.

Today, some 46 years later, 
Operation Christmas Child con-
tinues to make a difference in 
the lives of children through-
out the world. This year six 
unreached groups of people will 
be the recipients of shoeboxes 
filled with toys and other items 
for the first time along with 
shoeboxes being delivered to 
over 100 countries. There are so 
many millions of children in our 
world who have never received 
a gift of any kind, much less a 
shoebox filled with gifts.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by Oct. 28

at wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

CELEBRATING 8 YEARS OF CITIZEN JOURNALISM

Bay Village 
cracks down on 
dogs at large
by DENNIS DRISCOLL

To establish an effective remedy to address a serious 
initial dog attack as occurred this past summer, 
the Bay Village City Council revised ordinance 

section 505.01 regarding animals running at large. While 
the revised ordinance has the same running-at-large pro-
hibitions as the prior ordinance, the revised ordinance 
has escalating penalties which provides Bay Village with 
broad authority to deter a future dog attack.

The running-at-large restrictions prohibit the owner 
of a dog, cat or other animal from allowing the animal to 
remain upon any public street or on any city park except 
under the reasonable control of a responsible person. 
The ordinance further requires that, while on private 
property, the animal be contained on the private prop-
erty and not allowed to cross outside the property line.

Under the revised ordinance, upon an owner’s 
first violation of this ordinance, the owner is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor and can be fined up to $150.

 » See DOGS page 2

Westlake church launches 
Operation Christmas Child

 » See CHILD page 2

Getting a scary makeover

Make-up artist Katie Lane transforms Arabella into a vampire 
as she teaches Halloween face-painting tricks to teens during 
a workshop at the Bay Village branch library on Oct. 12.

WHS senior 
selected as best  
jazz drummer

Westlake High School 
senior Jeremy McCabe 

was selected to perform in the 
All-State Jazz Band at the Ohio 
Music Educators Conference in 
Cleveland the week of Feb. 1-4, 
2017. Jeremy submitted his audi-
tion this spring and was selected 
as the only drummer in the band. 
Students from all over Ohio sub-
mitted audition recordings for 
this prestigious honor. 

Bay High saving energy, 
dollars and environment

 » See ENERGY page 4

The Fall Fairy and a juggler at Westlake’s Fall Festival & Pumpkin Hunt entertain a long line of families 
waiting to select from over 400 pumpkins at the pumpkin patch. More than 1,000 people attended the 
event featuring free hayrides, balloon artists and treats. See more: wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.
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Fall
Festival
Fun

by CAITLYN HARTZELL, 
ADDISON MEAUX, ABBIE 
DENT and PHOEBE 
SUTHERLAND

This is the first in a series of 
three articles from members 
of Explorer Club 360 on the 
health of Porter 
Creek, a stream 
that flows through 
Westlake and Bay 
Village, exiting at 
Huntington Beach 
into Lake Erie.

Our concern 
regarding 
the creek 

came from a study 
conducted by the 
Cuyahoga County 
Health Depart-
ment as reported 
in their June 30, 

2014, “A Holistic Watershed 
Approach to Health at Hun-
tington Beach.”

In summary the report 
stated that E. coli from Porter 
Creek was responsible for 
closing the beach for 10-20 
percent of the swimming 

season. Our assignment was 
to do a visual assessment of 
the creek, observing the pres-
ence of physical debris, foam, 
wildlife, bank erosion and the 
water characteristics such as 
flow, turbidity and clarity. 

by TARA WENDELL

Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough gave his 33rd 
annual State of the 

City address to members of 
the business community at the 
March 13 West Shore Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon. The 
annual presentation highlights 
the work of the city’s depart-
ments over the previous year, 
offers a snapshot of the city’s 
finances and provides a look at 
upcoming projects.

Westlake’s healthy budget 
and strong, diverse tax base allow 
the city to provide a high level of 
service and many community 
improvements. Business incen-
tives entice large companies to 
locate and remain in Westlake.

“We do pride ourselves on 
the relationship we have devel-
oped with the business commu-
nity,” Clough said. “To tell you 
that the city of Westlake contin-
ues to grow is often an under-
statement.”

Thir ty-s ix  businesses 
opened, expanded or relocated 

within Westlake during 2017, 
totaling more than 156,000 
square feet of retail space and 
65,000 square feet of industrial 
space. Commercial and residen-
tial construction combined gen-
erated a total investment in the 
city of more than $100 million 
over the last year.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by March 30
at wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver
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 » See CLOUGH page 2

PH
O

TO
  B

Y
 D

EN
N

Y
 W

EN
D

EL
L

Westlake Rain & Garden 
Show will explore ways 
to protect watershed

 » See GARDEN SHOW page 2

 » See EXPLORER page 2

Mayor Clough addresses 
the state of Westlake

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
speaks to members of the West 
Shore Chamber on March 13.
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by MICHAELA KEKEDY

“Protecting Our Future” 
is this year’s theme for 
the City of Westlake’s 

Rain and Garden Show, which will 
be held at Crocker Park’s Market 
Square on Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public.

“The use of sustainable prac-
tices and conservation throughout 
our watershed helps protect our 
future,” said Robert Kelly, director 
of the Westlake Engineering Depart-
ment. “We bring local vendors and 
organizations together at this fami-
ly-friendly event, appealing to both 
adults and children to make it easier 
to learn how to help keep our local 
waterways clean and sustainable.”

The city of Westlake’s storm 
drainage watershed consists of 
seven major streams and creeks that 
eventually discharge to Lake Erie: 
Cahoon, Porter, Schwartz, Sperry, 
Wilhelmy, Wischmeyer and Wolf. 
These creeks have about 150 miles 
of storm sewers that collect rain 
from developed areas like parking 
lots, roadways and buildings.

“Lake Erie is our sole source 
of drinking water and a vital rec-
reational and economic resource 
for the region,” said Wesley Davis, 
civil engineer for the city’s Engi-
neering Department. “People can 
take simple steps to help minimize 
debris, fertilizers, chemicals and 
other contaminants from entering 
the watershed.”

Explorer Club 360: Visual 
assessment of Porter Creek

Bay Village middle schoolers Caitlyn, Abbie, Addison and Phoebe 
study a Porter Creek watershed map.

Hundreds of Bay High School students participated in the National School Walkout on 
March 14, observing 17 minutes of silent reflection in remembrance of the lives lost in the 
Parkland, Florida, school shooting, and to show their support for other schools that have 
undergone similar tragedies. The walkout was entirely student led and organized. Students 
worked with the school administration which supported the showing of student activism. 
Pictured are Julia Martin, holding a sign, and event organizer Danielle Cooke. See more 
photos of the event by Bay High student photographer Connor Starowesky on page  4.

17 minutes of silence

Thank you to our 
supportive readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling!

Thank
 You!
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The Bing Family
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George Ryan

James Stevenson
Brian Thompson
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Westlake Kiwanis Club
Peter & Kathy Winzig

Anonymous
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by JOAN KEMPER

An interesting thing happened in Council Cham-
bers of Bay Village City Hall last month.

The Chambers have been very quiet lately, 
due to the Coronavirus Pandemic and correspond-
ing regulations concerning public gatherings. So, the 
Service Department seized the opportunity to remove 
two panels of the north wall in the Council Chambers 
that were leaking an unknown substance to remove 
the substance and repair the wall. They told me to 
stay away from the area for two full days, but I could 
return to my office directly behind Council Chambers 
on Wednesday, May 20.

When I walked into the Council Chambers early 
that morning, I was greeted with a very beautiful, but 
unexpected sight. The panels had been removed, 
revealing a most beautiful brick wall, from floor to ceil-
ing. It is truly magnificent, and speaks of the handiwork 
and skills of generations gone by.

A plaque in the chambers sets the date of 1914 as 
the year this portion of the City Hall was dedicated. 
There is an old saying: “The walls have ears.” I wish 
this wall could speak, and tell us the story of those 
who did this work in the early 1900s. And, if it is true 
that the walls have ears, what stories this beautiful wall 
would tell. 

The Wall

Bay Village Clerk of Council Joan Kemper examines the recently 
exposed wall in council chambers.

Bay Village city hall in the 1950s. The building has undergone several renovations since its construction in the early 1900s.
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by DIANE REHOR

Part of a series of articles highlighting 
local employees going above and beyond 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

Heroes wear many uniforms ... 
and this one wears jeans and a 
baseball cap!

I’d been wanting to buy a glass top 
for my pedestal table for five years. The 
stay-at-home mandate created time to 
research this purchase. I grabbed my 
phone and typed in “glass tops” in Google 

Maps, and a list appeared.
First listing: permanently closed. Sad. 

Second listing: within five minutes, I knew 
this was NOT the person I wanted to do 
business with as he made selecting a glass 
top as complicated as rocket science.

Then I called the third listing, Supe-
rior Glass and Mirror in Avon Lake. Owner 
Kurt Kuenzle answered and within five 
minutes, I knew we had found our person! 
Simple, quick, efficient – YAY! He was clos-
ing in 20 minutes, yet he said my hubby 
and I could come in right then and there.

Within 10 minutes of our arrival, Kurt 
showed us options, shared pros and cons 
and gave us the info we needed to com-
plete the purchase. Just like that! A dream 

come true. We complimented him 
not only on his of-service attitude 
but on his ability to simplify the 
purchase process.

We were so impressed with 
this competent, young business 
owner that I had to ask, “How did 
you ever learn so much about 
glass?” He replied, “I’ve been doing 
this since I was 15. I used to work in 
my father’s shop on school breaks. 
Everyone on my dad’s side does 
glasswork since my grandfather 
started a glass business in 1940.”

Now you may ask, “How does this 
relate to Kurt being a hero during the 
Covid crisis?”

I asked him how the 
coronavirus has affected 
his business. Smiling 
humbly, he said, “I do 
what I have to do to stay 
in business and make 
my customers happy.” 
Then he told the follow-
ing story: “I had placed 
glass orders for various 
projects like shower 
doors and wine rooms to 
be shipped from Penn-
sylvania. When the Covid 
crisis hit, I was originally 
told there would be seri-
ous delays, leading to 
unfilled orders, refunds 
and unhappy customers.

“So when the man-
ufacturer announced 
it was closing its doors 
at 11 p.m. that night, I 
called and persuaded 
them to rush the order. 
I hopped in my truck 
and drove five hours 
each way through wind 
and rain to pick up 
1,000 pounds of glass. 

Returning the same day, I called my cus-
tomers back and told them their orders 
were now ahead of schedule and ready 
to install.”  Grinning, he added, “I worked 
my magic with distribution and was able 
to get the job done.”

Well, he worked his magic to get the 
job done for us, too. Within two weeks, I 
had my glass top table. It fits perfectly and 
I love it! Thank you, Kurt! And thanks to all 
the small business owners who not only 
go above and beyond the line of duty to 
stay afloat but provide outstanding ser-
vice as well. 

A cut above
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Advertise that you’re                                  
OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

YOUR AD 
HERE 
$30

YOUR AD 
HERE 
$50

As businesses re-open, 
here’s a great chance to 
get the word out to your 
customers!

The Observer is offering 2 
ad sizes to help:

$30 per issue 
2 1/4” Wide x 1 3/4” High 

$50 per issue 
2 1/4” Wide x 3 1/2” High 

No minimum contract.
Email your artwork or we’ll 
help you create it!

Call:
Denny at 440-409-0114 
or email: 
adsales@wbvobserver.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2020 WBVO

Hours: Mon.- Fri.  
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

www.bayarts.net 

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2019 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Now open for bike sales and donations. 
Please check our website for all open shop 

hours. Sales will be by check only.
Refurbished bikes at reasonable prices.

Community House 
303 Cahoon Road, Bay Village 

www.villagebicycle.org

 COOPERATIVE

NOW OPEN!

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

My glass top table cut to perfection!

Owner Kurt Kuenzle



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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by MEL MAURER

I had two wonderful grandmothers 
growing up but no grandfathers. My 
father’s father, Frank, died when I 

was too young to remember him and 
my mother’s father, Adam Schramm, 
died decades before I was born. Frank 
died of old age; Adam died in the “Span-
ish Flu” pandemic in 1918.

Adam and Grandma Elizabeth 
had six children in 1918, the youngest 
just a baby. They lived in a house built 
by Adam, a carpenter, in 1900, in the 
Troy Hill community, a German com-
munity, overlooking Pittsburgh. My 
mother was 13 when her father died, 
her older brother was in training to 
become a priest, which he would be.

Grandma, a young widow, had to 
leave her beloved home for a smaller 
house in another part of Pittsburgh 
but with some help from her older 
brothers, both parish pastors, the 
family survived with the children 

becoming fine adults.
Growing up, my brother, sister 

and I were always told that Adam 
had died of pneumonia. It was only 
later we learned the pneumonia was 
brought on by that pandemic flu. 
About 18 years ago, my brother and I, 
doing genealogy work on our family, 
visited family places in Pittsburgh. We 
were invited into the Troy Hill house by 
its present owners, who were restoring 
it. With us was our Aunt Ethel, the baby 
when her father died.

Inside we saw the carpentry art-
istry of Grandpa Adam, especially with 
his intricate work on each of its fire-
places. We saw the bedroom where our 
mother and her younger siblings were 
born and where Adam died – and was 
then laid in repose in the parlor. We 
were then connected in a special way 
with our grandfather.

Sadly, my grandmother’s story 
is being repeated today as so many 
people are dying now from Covid-
19. Statistics are necessary but they 
don’t tell the story of the great losses 
being experienced by so many families 
today. We need to pray for them and to 
help them where we can. 

by COLLEEN HARDING

In the midst of this very scary and 
uncertain time, we fill our days with 
projects, thoughts and worries about 

the unknown. Covid has robbed us of 
many things. I think the biggest thing is our 
freedoms. Freedom to walk, talk, socialize, 
travel, put kids on a bus, sit at a bar close to 
friends, sit in a pew at church, exchange a 
handshake, and have a good night’s sleep.

While we are putting our toes in the 
water and testing a re-entrance into nor-
malcy, it’s essential to remember courtesy 
and kindness.

Whether we are shopping, filling up 
our tank, or walking the dog, eye contact 
is engaging. A smile can still be felt even 
through a mask. I find myself avoiding 
eye contact at the store and looking down 
uncomfortably when someone looks me in 
the eyes. I feel nervous about any connec-
tion with strangers, and I don’t think I’m 
alone, but I’m going to stop it.

I keep seeing signs that say, “We’re in 

this together,” yet I feel more separated 
today than ever. We need to make an effort 
to warm up a bit and remember that we 
don’t need to physically touch to be cour-
teous, kind, friendly and polite. Avoiding 
each other altogether feels sad, empty and 
cold.

Here are some suggestions:
1. Smile when someone crosses your 

path, even in a mask. 
2. Say excuse me if you need to get 

around someone.
3. Make eye contact and don’t look 

down all the time. (Or at least try.)
4. Ask if someone would prefer that 

you wear a mask when speaking and carry 
one with you just in case.  

5. Give space to people and explain 
that you are doing it to make them com-
fortable.  

6. Don’t avoid connections. Call, text, 
Facetime, Zoom, email. We still have plenty 
of opportunities to socialize.  

7. If you are going to the store, offer 
to pick up something for a neighbor as a 
kind gesture.  

8. Seize opportunities to extend kind-
ness. People will remember what you did 
for them long after Corona is Gona. LOL.

Be well. Be kind. Be courteous. 

READERS’ OPINIONS Pandemic 
MemoriesCovid Courtesy

by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s early June 2020 calendar of events. 
All programs are subject to change. Please 
check westlakelibrary.org or follow the 
library on Facebook and Twitter (@West-
lakePorter) for the latest updates.

Wednesday, June 3 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Stories and Signs – Join us on Facebook, 
YouTube or Twitter and enjoy a storytime 
while learning a few words in sign lan-
guage. Ages 0-3.

Wednesday, June 3 (1-1:30 p.m.) 
Preschool Storytime – Join us for a live 
Preschool Storytime on Zoom! Ages 3.5 to 
5 with a caregiver. Registration begins May 
27. Participants must provide an email 
address to receive Zoom instructions, 
which will be sent the day of the program.

Wednesday, June 3 (3-3:45 p.m.) 
Virtual Self-Defense – Join the folks 
at Horizon ATA (via Zoom) to learn a 
variety of self-defense techniques that 
will get your blood pumping and your 
confidence soaring. Make sure you allow 
some space to move around as this pro-
gram will involve arm swinging, kicking 
and possibly jumping. You may want to 
make some room in case of any acciden-
tal falling that may occur. Basically, just 
don’t hurt yourself or anyone around 
you. For tweens and teens. Registration 
required. Participants must provide an 
email address in order to receive Zoom 
instructions, which will be emailed the 
day of the program.

Wednesday, June 3 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
Horror Film Club Online – The Horror 
Film Club returns for an online viewing! 
This month’s creepy classic stars Boris 
Karloff as the aged Baron Von Leppe and 
a young Jack Nicholson as Lt. Andre Duva-
lier, the young French soldier determined 
to find out his secrets, especially his con-
nection to the mysterious woman whom 
he has fallen in love with. The Club will 

meet online using the video sharing site 
Watch2Gether. To participate, check the 
program’s online listing at bit.ly/2zaS36Z 
as early as 6 p.m. on the day of the pro-
gram.  There will be a link to take you to 
the site. You do not need an account with 
Watch2Gether to participate.

Thursday, June 4 (10-10:30 a.m.) Tod-
dler Storytime – Join us on Zoom for a 
live Toddler Storytime! For ages 2-3.5 with 
a caregiver. Please register. Participants 
must provide an email address in order to 
receive Zoom instructions, which will be 
emailed the day of the program.

Thursday, June 4 (7-8 p.m.) Walking 
the Path of Dementia: Online Health 
Talk – Join us online for an interactive 
presentation offering a look into the emo-
tional and physical disabilities of demen-
tia with tips on how to provide support 
and care to people with the disease. This 
program is presented by Arden Courts 
of Westlake. Please register. Participants 
must provide an email address to receive 
a confirmation email containing Zoom 
instructions.

Saturday, June 6 (9-11 a.m.) STEAM 
Mystery Bag Challenge – Pick up your 
Mystery Bag on May 26 between 9 am and 
11 a.m. at Westlake Porter Library (if you 
are unable to make the pick up time on 
May 26, please feel free to call Youth Ser-
vices at 440-250-5471 and we will arrange 
a time for you to pick up the mystery bag)  
Each bag will contain mystery craft materi-
als and a challenge card.  Use these mate-
rials to complete the design challenge. 
Share your designs on a Zoom meeting 
on June 6 at 11 a.m. with Miss Holly and 
Miss Andrea. Grades 1 and 2. Registration 
required. Participants must provide an 
email address to receive  Zoom meeting 
instructions, which will be sent the day 
before the Zoom meeting.

Tuesday, June 9 (1-3 p.m.) Career 
Transition: How to Use LinkedIn Better 
– Join us on Zoom to learn techniques to 

set up and maintain a great LinkedIn pro-
file and better utilize this necessary tool. 
Please register. Participants must provide 
an email address to receive Zoom instruc-
tions, which will be emailed the day of the 
program. 

Tuesday, June 9 (7-8:30 p.m.) Tues-
day Evening Book Discussion (Online) 
– Join us for an online discussion of the 
book “Writers and Lovers” by Lily King. 
If you can’t get a hard copy of the book 
it is available from Hoopla through the 
library’s website. To participate, please 
register with an email address to get an 
invitation to the online book discussion 
on Zoom. You can join using a desktop, 
laptop, mobile phone, tablet or Chrome-
book. While it is not necessary to sign up 
for a free Zoom account, for best results 
we recommend downloading the Zoom 
Meeting Room Client (for desktops and 
laptops) or the Zoom Cloud Meetings 
App (from your phone or tablet app store) 
before our discussion. Downloading 
should take a few minutes. Participants 
without a computer, tablet or smartphone 
can join the discussion using a traditional 
phone.

Wednesday, June 10 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Let’s Sing & Dance – Join Miss Nancy on 
Zoom for our Sing and Dance! Registra-
tion required. Participants must provide 
an email address to receive Zoom instruc-
tions, which will be sent the day of the 
program.

Wednesday, June 10 (7-8 p.m.) Virtual 
Trivia Night – Play as a single player or as 
a family. Presented live via Zoom. Registra-
tion is required. Participants must provide 
an email address to receive Zoom instruc-
tions. You can join using a desktop, laptop, 
mobile phone, tablet or Chromebook.

Thursdays, June 11, 18 and 25 (3:30-
4:0 p.m.) WPPL Roblox Club – Love 
Roblox? Then WPPL has a club for you! 
We have a few private servers set up for 
Tweens in grades 4-6 to hang out with 
their friends and enjoy some of the most 
popular games. Please register separately 
for each session. Participants must pro-
vide an email address to receive Zoom 
instructions, which will be sent the day of 

the program.
Tuesday, June 16 (9:30-10 a.m.) Lapsit 

Storytime – Join Miss Jamie on Zoom for 
a live Lapsit Storytime for ages birth-24 
months with a caregiver. Registration is 
required. Participants must provide an 
email address to receive Zoom instruc-
tions, which will be sent the day of the 
event.

Tuesdays, June 16 and 30 (3-4 p.m.) 
Hunger Games Book Club Online – In 
this book club, we’ll be reading through 
the “Hunger Games” series in chronologi-
cal order. For the June 16 meeting, please 
read “The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes.” 
For the June 30 meeting please read “The 
Hunger Games” (and watch the film too!). 
Please register. Participants must provide 
an email address to receive Zoom instruc-
tions, which will be sent the day of the 
event.

Wednesday, June 17 (1-1:30 p.m.) 
Preschool Storytime – Join us for a live 
Preschool Storytime on Zoom! Ages 3.5 to 
5 with a caregiver. Registration is required. 
Participants must provide an email address 
to receive Zoom instructions, which will be 
sent the day of the program.

Thursday, June 18 (10-10:30 a.m.) 
Toddler Storytime – Join us on Zoom 
for a live Toddler Storytime! For ages 2-3.5 
with a caregiver. Registration is required. 
Participants must provide an email 
address in order to receive Zoom instruc-
tions, which will be emailed the day of the 
program. 

Tuesday, June 23 (7-8:30 p.m.) Ohio 
is So Gay! Trivia Night – Ohio’s LGBTQ+ 
history exhibits the classic components 
of a Hollywood blockbuster: heroes, vil-
lains, epic crowd scenes, meet-cutes, and 
a soundtrack to end all soundtracks. This 
interactive trivia extravaganza will test 
your knowledge of the past 50 years of 
Ohio’s LGBTQ+ activism from mustache-
twirling, dastardly state senators to heroic 
19-year-olds to how a blade of grass almost 
caused the arrest of a cadre of protesters. 
Join us online and learn a heck of a lot 
about our LGBTQ+ history in the process!

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit events.westlakelibrary.org. 

Westlake Porter Public Library 
Upcoming virtual events
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

“Every summer has a story.” This 
is going to be especially true for the 
summer of 2020. Hi, I’m Remy Harding 
and I’m 12 years old. I love summer so 
much and am wondering how differ-
ent it’s going to be this year because of 
Coronavirus.

One of my favorite activities during 
the summer is riding my bike with my 
family to Huntington Beach. All 5 of us 
ride in a straight line like ducks and we 
wear helmets. When we get to Hun-
tington, Honey Hut is our first stop. My 
favorite ice cream to order is chocolate 
with chunks of peanut butter. Some-
times they are so big, they are more like 
slabs of heaven. Nothing beats choco-

late ice cream on a hot summer night.
Another thing I love to do during 

the summer is swim. I love to swim 
because it’s refreshing and is a great 
activity when it’s hot outside. I am on 
a swim team and it’s so much fun. The 
only thing I don’t care for is having to 
jump in a cold pool early in the morn-
ing. Otherwise, swimming is right up 
there with ice cream. 

This summer I hope to start baby-
sitting some of the neighborhood chil-
dren. Even though the summer of 2020 
is going to be very different we’ll be able 
to tell people what it was like and how 
we still had wholesome fun.

– Remy Harding, Bay Village

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The summer of 2020  (a child’s perspective)

by KIM CORRIGAN-STOJIC

The Bay Village Community Council 
convened via Zoom on May 27, with 
representatives from many of the 

city’s civic and nonprofit organizations 
sharing news and notes from their groups. 
Here are excerpts from their reports:

American Legion Post #385 hon-
ored Memorial Day with their traditional 
21-gun salute at Lakeside Cemetery. 
Chaplain Ed Kus gave an opening prayer 
and Commander Stanley Zeager read the 
names of those 59 individuals who made 
the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms that 
we all enjoy. Janice Blanton represented 
the Daughters of the American Revolution 
at the event.

Bay Village Education Foundation 
awarded the Amy Mihaljevic Scholarship 
to Katherine Knight and Natalie Surdy. The 
scholarship was established in 1994, and 
is awarded to one or more college bound 
Bay High seniors who have been active in 
community affairs. The Annual Tri-Bay 
Golf Outing fundraiser has been cancelled 
for this year. 

The Fall 2020 grants cycle has been 
put on hold due to the uncertainty sur-
rounding what the 2020-2021 school year 
will look like. The next meeting is sched-
uled for June 16, 7 p.m., via Zoom.

Bay Village Foundation awarded 

scholarships to three Bay High School 
seniors: Olivia Doland, Olivia Reed and 
Eddie Papp. The Foundation also awarded 
grants to seven local organizations: BAY-
arts, to be used toward new programming 
initiatives; the Bay Rockets Association, 
to be used toward the fieldhouse at Bay 
stadium; the Bay Village Historical Soci-
ety, for their textile preservation project; 
the Cuyahoga County Public Library, for 
naming rights of a room at the new library; 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, to be 
used toward new programming initiatives; 
the Village Project, to be used for the pur-
chase of generators; Youth Challenge, to be 
used toward new programming initiatives.

Bay Village Green Team hosted a 
cleanup of Cahoon Creek on May 16. Close 
to two dozen people showed up and col-
lected 70 pounds of trash – mostly light-
weight plastic – from the creek bed. The 
group will host monthly waterway clean-
ups around the city – June 18, 7 p.m., at 
Reese Park; July 15, 7 p.m., at Columbia 
Beach; and Aug. 18, 7 p.m., at Cahoon 
Park. The next quarterly meeting will be 
Wednesday, June 17, 6:30 p.m. Email info@
bayvillagegreenteam.org for details.

Bay Village League of Women 
Voters will meet via Zoom on June 6, 7 
p.m. Email bayvillagelwv@gmail.com for 
meeting details.

Bay Village PTA Council announced 

Safety Town has been cancelled this 
summer due to the Covid-19 virus global 
pandemic. The PTA is working on offering 
a digital alternative.

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 
temporarily closed on March 13 follow-
ing the directives from the State of Ohio. 
Programs and classes were cancelled, and 
wildlife intakes were halted. Throughout 
the closure, the wildlife staff continue to 
care for resident animals and respond to 
wildlife inquiries from the public 7 days a 
week. Other local wildlife rehabilitators and 
animal control officers continue to turn 
to the Center for its specialized resources 
and expert care. The Center is accepting 
the transfer of these injured animals and 
fostering abandoned goslings, caring for 
an injured Mallard and her ducklings, and 
rehabilitating a Great Horned Owl. 

Instructors are providing virtual edu-
cation through the Center’s social media 
channels and website, such as behind-the-
scenes videos of how we care for resident 
animals, tips on how to help preschoolers 
learn at home, what you can discover in the 
night sky, and fun and educational experi-
ments. Visit lensc.org.

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 
Women’s Board is considering some kind 
of an informal outdoor get together in July. 
The Board donated $2,000 to the Center in 
April to help with staff salaries and animal 

care, and has encouraged members to 
donate cash or items from the LENSC 
Wish List. Anyone interested in joining the 
Women’s Board can call Chris Hansen at 
440-666-9941 for more information.

Village Bicycle Cooperative has 
reopened for bike sales and donations only. 
All transactions will occur outdoors, during 
Open Shop hours, on non-rainy days. For 
safety, no patrons will be allowed in the 
building. We will not be assisting with bike 
repairs until further notice. Bike sales will 
be by check only. All bikes will be displayed 
outdoors and VBC volunteers will be wear-
ing masks. All bikes will be wiped down 
with sanitizing solution after each test ride. 
VBC is located on the lower level of the 
Community House at 303 Cahoon Road. 
Information and Open Shop hours are at 
villagebicycle.org.

Village Project is accepting new 
clients receiving active cancer treatment 
living in Avon, Avon Lake, Bay Village, 
Rocky River or Westlake. Those interested 
in receiving services can visit ourvillage-
project.com or call the office at 440-348-
9401. Project Shoppe is now open to shop-
pers with curbside meal pick-up available. 
Visit shoppe.ourvillageproject.com to view 
weekly meals, featured items, and store 
and curbside hours.

The next meeting of the Bay Village 
Community Council will be in Septem-
ber. All civic organizations in the city are 
encouraged to send a representative to 
share their group’s news and events. For 
more information, email Tara Wendell at 
tara@wbvobserver.com. 

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Bay groups discuss coronavirus-altered plans

Hello my name is Gabbie Harding and I am 13 years old.
I am looking forward too many summer activities this year. I will spend most 

of the summer with my family having fun. I’m also looking forward to going to 
summer camp.

Covid-19 has definitely changed some of our plans, however we are getting 
creative and resorting to some old fashioned traditions. We are spending more 
time creating games, painting outside on the driveway, baking and riding our 
bikes. We still get to barbecue and sit around a fire pit. I am looking forward to a 
Weenie Roast and making s’mores.

I look forward to eating ice cream at Malley’s. I do not have a favorite flavor 
and I enjoy all their many ice cream choices. This summer, I am feeling very 
lucky. At a time when there is so much uncertainty in the world, being a kid in 
Bay Village is pretty special.

– Gabbie Harding, Bay Village

What I am looking forward to this summer

Westlake & Bay Village citizens have joined 
in writing, photographing and delivering 
this unique community news project. 
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